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Grand Valley Sate Picked to Win 2004 GLIAC Baseball Title

Lakers Seek Second Sraight League Title and Return Trip to Division |1 World Series
BAY CITY, Mich. -- The head baseball coaches of the Great L akes

IntercollegiateAthletic Conference (GLIAC) chose Grand Valley State 2004
Universty towintheleague' s2004 championship. GLIAC Preseason
Grand Valley State, defending GL1AC co-champion, received six of Baseball Coaches Poll
eight pqss blefirst-pl facevotes andtalied 60 points. Ashland University, Rank  School (first-place votes)  Points
whofinished secondin the Conferenceduringtheregular seeson,eamed | 1 Grand valley Sate (6) ........ 60
two first-place votesand 52 total points. 2. Ashland (2) ..ccccoeveervrerereiene. 52
Saginaw Valley State University placed third inthe poll with 50 3. Saginaw Valey State (1)........ S0
pointsand onefirst-placevote. The Cardinasfinished thirdinthe 4. Wayne Sate.........ccovvvvernn 4
, . . 5. Mercyhurst.....ccocevivcveieee, 3
GLIAC sregular season and earned conference co-champion honorsin 6. Finday 6
2003. 7. GaNNON ..o 25
Wayne State University edged out Mercyhurst Collegefor fourth 8. Hillsdde .....ccccoeoeeererererenn, 24
placeinthepoll by threepoints. TheWarriorsearned 41 pointswhile 9. Northwood ..o, 8
the Lakerstallied 38.

TheUnivergty of Findlay, Gannon University, and Hillsdae College
placed sixth, seventh, and eighth, respectively, though theteamswere
separated by atotal of two points. The Oilersgarnered 26 points, 2003
followed by the Golden K nightswith 25 points, and the Chargerswith GLIAC Baseball
24 points. Northwood University roundsout the poll with eight points. Final Sandings

Each of the GLIAC’snine coachesranked theteamsinthe
GLIAC, but werenot allowed to rank their ownteam. Thefirst-place Place School Record (GLIAC)
. . . . 1. GrandValey . ..41-14-1 (20-6-1)*
team on each ball ot received eight points, whilethe second-placeteam o Ashland ... 37-20-1(22-7-1)
received seven points, efc. 3. Saginaw Valley &. ...30-17 (17-11)*
In 2003, the GLIAC held apostseason tournament for thefirst time 4. Hillsdde..........c......... 24-20(16-12)
since 1994. Thetop four teams, according to conferencerecord, earned | 5 Wayne State.............. 22-26(10-16)
berthsto theleaguetournament. Grand Valley State hosted the tourna- 6. Sifgl]on """""""""""" iggg gﬁ ig;
ment asthetop seed, withAshiand (2), Saginaw Valley State(3),and | g mercyhiras - 2132 (1018)
Hillsdale. Grand Valley State and Saginaw Valley State advanced to the 9. Northwood .................. 19-27(9-18)
Championship game beforeit was cancelled dueto inclement weather.
This season’stournament isschedul ed for May 6 - 8. mer(i\és%ﬁnai;\gﬁg a}"geﬂ?:g?:m%‘;ﬁ;“ g‘;‘;ﬂ‘z
GLIAC baseball teams open the 2004 conference season on was cancelled due to inclement weather.
Saturday, Mar. 20.
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Thefollowing are season previewson each of the GLIAC’sNine Baseball Teams:

Ashland University: TheEaglesbring back six startersfrom last year’s 37-20-1 team that claimed afifth
straight triptothe NCAA playoffs. Leading that veteran contingent issenior catcher Josh Gaub, the2003 GLIAC
player of theyear. Gaub hit .402 with two homersand 38 RBI. Two other heavy hittersare senior centerfielder
Brandon Cornell and senior shortstop-third baseman Eric McDanidl. Cornell hit.377 with eight homersand 45 RBI
and McDaniel checkedin at .338 with seven roundtrippersand 45 RBI. Gaub, Cornell and McDanid werefirst team
All-GLIAC andfirst teamAll-North Central Region selections.

The Eaglesmust replacethetop four startersfromlast year’ s pitching staff. Onekey returneeisjunior lefty
RyanDouglas. Heledthe GLIAC in appearances (22) wasthird in saves(3), seventhin strikeouts (58) and eighthin
opponents’ batting average (.251).

Thiswill bethe youngest team head coach John Schaly, now in hisseventh season at Ashland, hashad. Schaly
haswon 40 or more gamesthreetimesin hisAshland tenure and twice has guided the Eaglesto the NCAA Champion-
shipsinMontgomery, AL.

Univergty of Findlay: TheOilersreturn 17 letterwinnersfrom the 2003 teamin their quest for the GLIAC
title. Under first-year head coach Troy Berry, who takes over thereignsfor Jim Givens, Findlay hasalso added 18
newcomersto theroster including 14 freshman and four transfers.

Junior Rob Talpas (Westerville, Ohio) isback after missing the 2003 season dueto shoul der surgery and looks
ready to resume hiseveryday dutiesbehind the plate. Thetwo-timeAll-GLIAC honorable mention batted .400 during
the 2002 season. Sophomore second baseman Kenny Beamer (Green, Ohio) and junior third baseman Travis Smith
(Bryan, Ohio) will returnto anchor aninfield that fielded at a.954 clip last year.

Senior T.J. Muehlfeld (Edon, Ohio), junior Scott Kromer (Bloomdal e, Ohio) and sophomore Christopher
Antonides(Troy, Ohio) return to the Findlay starting rotation. Beamer and freshman Jaden Caskie (Bluffton, Ohio) are
asolikely to start gamesonthehill.

Grand Valley SateUniversity: The GV SU baseball team will ook to build onits successfrom the 2003
campaign when the Lakerswon the GLIAC regular season title and advanced to the NCAA DIl World Seriesafter
winningthe NCAA DIl North Central Regiona crown. GV SU finished with aschool-best 41-14-1 record overall and
a20-6-1 GLIAC mark.

Grand Valley Statelost elght | etterwinners, but return 10including apair of pitchersthat combined for an 18-4
record. Matt Rafeld (8-1, 2.76, 54 SO) and Phil Mixter (10-4, 3.48, 105 SO) earned All-GLIAC honorsayear ago
and return for their senior seasons. All-GLIAC closer Joe Finnerty (3-1, 8 saves) adsoreturns. GV SU must replacea
pair of infieldersin Joe Brunink and Tony Pfennig. Brunink became an unexpected departurewhen the Philadel phia
Philliesdrafted himinthe 15th round of the MLB draft. VersatileAll-GLI1AC performer Scott Allen (.337,58 H, 42 R,
6 HR) will play avariety of positionsontheinfield. JoeMertes(.321,51 H, 29 R, 11 HR) returnsto the Laker outfield
after earning World SeriesAll-Tournament plaudits.

Gannon University: Gannon returns 22 |etterwinnersfromlast year’s 20-28 squad and hopesto make arun
at the GLIAC Tournament in 2004. Third-year head coach Rick |acobucci will have plenty of experience back asonly
one dtarter fromlast year’ steam will be missing from the 2004 opening day lineup. lacobucci has posted a38-59
record over thelast two yearsafter the Golden Knightsaveraged 36 losses during the previousfive seasons.

Nick Ledie(Erie, Pa/McDowell) will be awelcomed sight to Gannon fansafter missing the mg ority of the
2003 campaign. Thesenior catcher hit .350 with fivehomerunsand 12 RBI in only 12 games. Hehit .417 with six
homerunsand 41 RBI in 2002. Sophomore Ricky Hulsinger (Erie, Pa/VillaMaria) is Gannon’ stop returning pitcher
with a4.03 earned run average. Junior Josh Ledie (Erie, Pa/McDowell) led the squad in victorieswith four.
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Hillsdale College: Head coach Paul Noce (11th season) and the Hillsdale College basebal | team enter the
2004 season on agood note after enjoying avery successful campaignin 2003, which saw the Chargersadvanceto the
GLIAC Tournament after posting a24-20 overall record with a16-12 mark in the conference.

Onthe pitching mound, Hillsdalewill beled by last season’s GLIAC Freshman of the Year, Corey Krug. Asa
freshman, Krug posted a7-1 overall record with a4.61 ERA and 33 strikeoutsin nine appearances. Offensively, the
Chargerslosetheir threetop hittersfrom last season, however, HC till hasthe services of junior CharlieKrebs, who
played primarily at first basein 2003. Krebshit .342 with three homeruns and ateam-leading 34 RBI |ast season.

Mercyhurst College: Head coach Joe Spano (109-101-2) beginshisfifth season at Mercyhurst. The Lakers
finished the 2003 season 21-32-0 overall and 10-18-0inthe Great L akes I ntercollegiate Athletic Conference (81).

Mercyhurst returnssix startersfrom last year’ ssquad, including senior OF Dan Coffee, who playedinal 53
gamesayear ago and led theteam with a.420 average, and sophomore OF Matt Echan, who stole 22 bases|ast
season and hit .342. Coffeewasnamed tothe First Team All-GLIAC and First Team All-Region while Echanwas
GLI1AC Honorable Mention. The pitching staff will be bolstered by thereturn of junior southpaw J.D. Roewer, who
missed all of last year duetoinjury. Roewer appearedin 12 gamesin 2002 and struck out 57 in 67.1 innings.

Northwood University: For the Northwood baseball team, amixture of youth and experience hopesto carry
the Timberwolvesto animprovement over their 19-27 overall record. Northwood featureseight solid seniorsontheir
roster, but they also have 19 underclassmen. L eading theway offensively will be senior David Lamky. Hewasafirst-
team All-GLIAC sdlectionayear ago, when hehit .357 with 31 RBI’s. Senior Catcher Justin Davis, an honorable-
mentionAll-GLIAC performer ayear ago, returns after batting 292 with ateam-high four homerunsayear ago. Junior
Matt Fahr isNorthwood'stop returning starter. Hewent 5-4 with a4.29 ERA last season in nine starts. Sophomore
reliever Brett Gehringer will look to pick up off of hisoutstanding freshman campaign, when hewasan honorable-
mention All GL1AC honoree. Gehringer sported a1.93 ERA in 12 appearances|ast season. Head Coach Joe
DiBenedettoisin hisfifth season at Northwood.

Saginaw Valley SateUniversity: The Cardinascompleted 2003 with a30-17 record and finished witha
17-11 GLIAC mark under head coach Walt Head, who this season isentering his 22nd season at the helm. The Cardi-
nalsreturn seven startersin thelineupincluding senior infielder Adam Piggott (Sarnia, Ont.) who batted 320 |ast season
andistheleading returner in thetop third of thelineup. Senior Ryan Reid (Sarnia, Ont.) istheleading pitcher returning
and posted an 8-3 record witha4.48 ERA in 2003.

Wayne State Univer sity: TheWarriorswrapped up the 2003 season with a22-26 overall record (10-16
GLIAC) and afifth-placeleaguefinish, but now second-year head coach Jay Alexander fee sWayne Statewill useits
best |eadershipin yearsto extend itsyear into post-season play. WSU returnsfiveof itstop six hittersincluding All-
North Central Region second baseman Frank Jeney and First Team All-GLIAC infielder Bobby Marten. Jeney had a
team-high .363 batting average with 53 hitsand five homerswhile Marten led the Warriorswith 11 doubleswith a.354
average.

TheWSU pitching staff will beamix of young and old. Senior Miguel Lokutamade seven startsand 13 ap-
pearancesin which he picked up two winsand apair of savesfor theWarriorsand GLIAC Honorable Mention
hurler Gary Zielkeisback onthe mound after his4-0 mark ayear ago.
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